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ceeded at all, they could not have explained the
matter any more or better than Pharaoh ; but by
working three of the miracles, the like of which
they were conscious they never did before, and
which they well knew was not in conse.quence of
any power within their art, because the other seven
were no harder to perform than the first three,
they spoke from experience, and not from mere
opinion, in their advice to the king". Siding with
him in the first instance, they were at length made
to feel that they were all in the wrong, and in
danger, too, unless they turned over to the side of
Moses. As his councillors they therefore made
known their convictions to the king, who, in his
obstinacy, was thus left without excuse.

This interesting narrative shows us that (rod
himself established in early history this fact, that
he sent and should send chosen men as messen-
gers to men to declare his will; and set forth
that the working of miracles should be their cre-
dentials, furnished by himself in testimony of the
fact, and of the right divinely invested in thorn to
proclaim Revealed Truth. Kx. 4 : <5 9. The evi-
dence of a divine mission must be made clear to
the senses of men, and in no other way, before it
can be accepted. It is thc"?w'<r of the J&r///*
which is divine. The nature of the proof must
correspond to the nature of the claim. As it can-
not be shown that a divine mission of a man to
men is an impossibility, it cannot be shown that
the evidence of such mission is incompatible wiyi
the nature of things. Hence, during the continu-
ance of such extraordinary missions as we find